COFOG Interoperability Guideline

Haz-Mat Response

Size-up / Assessment of Conditions
A. Approach cautiously and assess scene.
1. Wind velocity and direction. (upwind)
2. Topography. (uphill)
3. Initial exposures.

B. Detect hazardous materials presence.
1. Transportation incidents:
a. Look for DOT placarding.
b. Consider container types (i.e. pressure vessels, cargo trailers, bags, barrels).
c. Contact shipper or carrier for product information.
2. Fixed facility incidents:
a. Look for NFPA 704 placarding.
b. Consider occupancy and facility operations (i.e. casting, fuel farm)
c. Review OSFMO Hazard Substance Information Survey (HSIS).
d. Contact responsible party through dispatch
C. Research product:
1. Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG)
2. Shipping documents
3. MSDS
4. Poison Control (1-800-222-1222)
5. CHEMTREC for chemical information (1-800-424-9300)
6. Use available monitoring equipment.

D. Estimate likely harm.
E. Natural stabilization.
F. With intervention (risk/benefit analysis).
Safety Considerations and Checklist
A. Approach incident scene cautiously. Use binoculars or other visual aids.

B. If pressure vessels are involved in fire (potential BLEVE), immediately evacuate citizens and crews to the distances recommended by the ERG.  Use un-staffed monitors to cool the vapor spaces of pressure vessels only if life safety issues are involved (i.e. to buy time for evacuation).

C. Monitor enclosed spaces with reports of flammable gases for lower explosive limit (LEL) PRIOR to entry. *
D. Personnel shall not enter flammable atmospheres of greater than 10% of the LEL or atmospheres with oxygen concentrations of greater than 23.5%. *
E. If explosives are reported to be involved in fire, immediately evacuate citizens and crews to the distances recommended in the ERG.  Use un-staffed monitors to cool the fire only if life safety issues are involved (i.e. to buy time for evacuation).

F. Set up decontamination area prior to entry being made into the hot zone. *
G. Identify hazards and ensure proper PPE is used by all personnel entering exclusion zones.

H. Ensure proper decontamination of all personnel and equipment operating in the Hot Zone.

I. All responding personnel must be trained to the “Operations” level. *
J. Incident Safety Officer required. *
K. Personnel accountability system implementation required. *
Operational Guidelines
A. Responding:

1. Approach uphill / upwind

2. Contact law enforcement for traffic / scene control.

B. Initial Operations
1. Priorities:

a. Life safety

b. Incident stabilization

c. Environmental protection

d. Property conservation

2. Size up incident and make report.

3. Announce action plan.

a. Operational Mode (offensive/defensive)

b. Location of point of entry (if applicable).

c. General objectives:

1) Tape off hot zone.

2) Deny entry (have law enforcement secure perimeter)

3) Identify product.

4) Evacuate / shelter in place.

5) Initiate rescue operations.

6) Contain product and runoff.

4. Contact dispatch and have them notify receiving hospitals and public health department with appropriate product information.
5. Consider Regional Haz-Mat team if there is:

a. A transportation incident involving the release or potential release of an identifiable hazardous material.

b. A fixed site with known hazardous chemicals.
c. There are multiple, incapacitated victims of an unknown cause.
d. A threat to life, environment or property and 1st responder training, equipment and supplies are inadequate to control incident.
6. Tactical considerations:

a. Zoning:

1) Use ERG for initial evacuation distances and action guidelines. Establish hazard / hot zone (use fire line tape for hot line).

2) Establish cold zone (direct LE to set security line).

3) Locate and mark decontamination corridor.

b. Immediately provide for proper decontamination of responders and/or victims.

c. Utilize law enforcement agencies, SAR, Emergency Phone Network (EPN), Emergency Alert System (EAS) and any other available resources to evacuate or shelter in place exposed victims. Consider Red Cross.
d. Methods of control:

1) Defensive (Confinement to geographical area)

2) Offensive (Containment within container)

e. Prior to entry:

1) Set up decontamination corridor.

2) Monitor atmosphere.

3) Ventilate confined spaces.

4) Lock-out / tag-out hazards.

f. Consider runoff contamination.

g. Determine if resources (i.e. personnel, PPE, & equipment) are adequate to achieve control objectives.

h. If resources are inadequate, request necessary resources.

7. Contact OERS at 1-800-452-0311 if spilled material is a reportable quantity.

8. Contact DEQ at 1-541-388‑6146 for decontamination and clean up information.

9. Additional responding units stage upwind and uphill at least 500' from the incident.  If dispatch information indicates explosive or toxic airborne hazards, increase staging distance accordingly.

C. Withdrawal procedures

1. If the initial zones and security line prove to be inadequate for public or personnel safety, a withdrawal should be made.

2. Command should notify all personnel of the new distances on operational and tactical channels as well as on the PA.

3. Command should ensure all mutual aid and law enforcement personnel are also aware of the withdrawal.

4. A Roll Call should be implemented immediately upon completion of the withdrawal, with confirmation that all personnel have withdrawn to the new zone lines.

5. Personnel should mark the new control lines.

D. Cleanup

1. Oregon Emergency Response System (OERS) should always be used as the primary communications link between state agencies and the Incident Commander at spill incidents.  OERS may be reached at the following numbers:

a. 1-800-452-0311 (Toll Free)

b. 1-503-378-6377 (In State)

2. Generally, a DEQ Spill Coordinator will be assigned to the Incident Command Post, either by remote communications or in person. DEQ personnel do not routinely respond to an emergency scene; however the Incident Commander may request their presence.

3. DEQ will coordinate state support to local responders, acting under the State Oil and Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan.

4. A DEQ Spill Coordinator will be assigned to assist the Incident Commander in the following areas:

a. Providing technical assistance (particularly in cleanup) and advice on necessary protective actions.

b. Evaluate environmental implications of spills and/or leaks and assess environmental damage.

c. Identify cleanup requirements and assist with identifying responsible parties and cleanup resources.  

d. Ensure cleanup and restoration is done to specified standards.

e. Ensure proper disposal of cleaned up materials.

f. Investigate causes and pursue enforcement actions.

g. Evaluate possible public health effects, in conjunction with the Oregon Health Division.

h. Assist the Public Information Officer with coordination of pertinent public information associated with hazardous materials incidents.

5. Considerations for on-scene response to hazardous incidents by D.E.Q. Spill Coordinator or representative:

a. Where confirmation or oversight of cleanup operations is necessary.

b. Where field verification of environmental impacts is a concern.

c. Incidents involving federal and/or multiple state agencies where on-scene coordination of state resources and interests is needed.

2. Although DEQ's role is to coordinate state resources with local emergency responders, they are not a first responder agency.  Spill Coordinators may respond by phone or other form of remote communication if deemed appropriate.

E. Termination procedures; the Incident Commander shall:

1. Obtain any and all information for billing from the responsible party.

2. File an Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Hazardous Materials Emergency Incident Report under the following circumstances:

a. An incident of threatened or actual injury to a human, wildlife, domestic animals, the environment, or any property loss resulting from a hazardous substance emergency.

b. Any releases in excess of the Environmental Protection Agency Reportable Quantity (RQ).

3. The following incidents do not require a hazardous materials report:
a. Motor fuels from a vehicle accident that spilled quantities of less than 42 gallons, unless fuel enters a waterway.

b. Sewage overflows.

c. Structure fires or other emergencies where hazardous materials are involved as exposures, if the quantities exposed do not cause or contribute to the incident.

4. Debrief personnel with any pertinent chemical or medical information.

5. Ensure all equipment is decontaminated and returned to working order.

6. Schedule and conduct a critique of the incident.
* OR-OSHA / NFPA Guidelines
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