COFOG Interoperability Guideline

Staging

Operational Guidelines
A. GENERAL - The first arriving company will spot their apparatus with anticipation of the arrival of additional units.  All other apparatus will continue towards the scene and assume Level one staging and await assignment by the Incident Commander.
B. Level One Staging:

1. Always in effect for multiple unit responses

2. First arriving unit proceeds to scene and gives initial size-up report

3. All other responding apparatus shall stage  in their direction of travel, uncommitted, approximately one block from the scene.

4. Engines should locate nearest hydrants

5. Staged units should notify IC of their location (“321 staged at hydrant at third and Franklin”)

6. Staged apparatus shall await assignment by the IC

C. Level Two Staging

1. Generally used for large or escalating incidents

2. The IC designates a Level two Staging location and assigns a Staging Officer.

3. The Staging Officer is usually the Officer of the first unit assigned to the Level two staging area.

4. Units not on the initial assignment and/or not requested by the IC to proceed directly to the incident shall assemble in the designated Level two Staging Area.

5. Units in Level two staging shall be in full PPE and in a state of readiness that will allow them to respond to assignments without delay.

6. Communications between the apparatus in staging and the IC will be through the Staging Officer.

7. As an incident escalates and more units are assigned to staging, a designated Staging Area Manager should be assigned.  

8. The Staging Area Manager will communicate directly with the IC or Operations Section Chief and allocate resources as needed

9. The Staging Area Manager is responsible for assessing logistical needs of staged resources and ordering needed logistical support.
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