
COFOG Interoperability Guideline

Structural Search Markings

Size-up / Assessment of Conditions
A. On scene determine need for search marking utilization

1. Multiple or large buildings affected by incident (fire, flood, collapse etc.).

2. Potential escalation of incident beyond resource capabilities or single operational period.

3. Potential OR State or FEMA US & R response.

4. Any situation which IC or designee determines need for standardized search markings.
Safety Considerations and Checklist
A. Size-up and enter structures based on incident type, incident priorities and operational guidelines set by jurisdiction.

B. Document and communicate pertinent information throughout the incident.
Operational Guidelines
A. Structural Integrity; structures may be marked on the exterior to provide information regarding building integrity, entry points and hazards. 
1. A 2 ft. by 2 ft. box on the exterior of a building identifies building integrity.  Pertinent information is noted as shown.




  









B. Building Exterior Search Markings; buildings will be marked upon entry and exit with pertinent findings noted as shown.

1. Upon Entry:



2. Upon Exit:








C. Building Interior Search Markings; Limit interior markings to the entry and exit lines and information regarding hazards and victims as shown above.

D. Victim Location and Status; Mark the location of victims as shown.







E. Search Marking Materials;

1. Materials used for search markings will be bright orange or yellow in color and may include spray paint, solid paint sticks, lumber crayons, chalk, and commercially available peel and stick labels and current OSFM flagging tape.
Structure is relatively safe for entry.  Note information documented to each side of box.  





Note hazardous conditions or materials





Unit Identification


Date Assessed


Time Assessed





Structure is significantly damaged.  Some areas may need monitoring, shoring or removal.  An arrow indicates direction toward safest entry point.  Line -out and date when hazards are mitigated.





365


5/9/09


17:55 hrs.





“B/C” Roof


Nat’l Gas 5/10


Rats





451


8/16/09


18:36 hrs.





Unstable


Mixed Haz. Mat.





Structure is NOT SAFE for entry.  Provide for remote search operations.  Identify escape routes and safety zones.





Looks Like This





Required Information





OR-TF 1


1/9/10


05:30 hrs.





Unit Identification


Date of Entry


Time of Entry





5/6/09


07:49 hrs.





Date of Exit


Time of Exit





OR-TF 1


1/9/10


05:30 hrs.





Note hazardous conditions or materials





Unit Identification


Date of Entry


Time of Entry





Extreme Debris


Carpenter Ants





1 – L


3 - D





Victims Remaining





F – 1 – 2	


F – 3 	Q – A/B, B/C





Search Progress Information


F = Floors	Q = Quadrant





All Victims Removed





Confirmed Live Victim w/ #





Potential Deceased Victim





Potential Live Victim





3





X Indicates Victim Removal





Horizontal Line Indicated Deceased





Circle Indicates Victim Confirmation
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