COFOG Interoperability Guideline

Traffic Safety

Size-up/assessment of Conditions
A. Location – dispatch notes, access information

B. Type and number of vehicles

C. Accident type – Rollover, Off shoulder-of-road

D. Direction of travel – North, East, West or South-bound lanes?

E. Resource needs – Law Enforcement, Rescue, Mutual Aid, ODOT

F. Fire involved or Haz-Mat?

G. Apparatus placement – consider Staging Area and Creation of “Work Zone” (AKA “Shadow”)
Safety Considerations And Checklist
A. Establish scene safety/control, and a perimeter

B. Establish command

C. Look toward “on-coming” (AKA “upstream”) traffic before exiting apparatus.

D. Exit apparatus away from oncoming traffic

E. Fuel Hazards – eliminate ignition sources

F. Traffic Hazards – BLOCK “on-coming” traffic to create “Shadow”

G. Electrical Hazards – notify power co. immediately
Operational Guidelines
A. Establish adequate ADVANCED WARNING as available and staffing allows (PD, flares, cones, signs etc.)

B. BLOCK WITH FIRST ARRIVING APPARATUS

C. Block most critical or highest traffic volume direction first

D. Block one additional lane, initially

E. Block so pump panel and/or ambulance loading doors are in “Shadow”.

F. Consider requesting additional PD assistance

G. Consider ODOT when on State Highway

H. On scene crews:



1. PPE:

a. Wear proper PPE including reflective vests

b. Helmet at all times

2. Establish Advance Warning:

a. Engineer/Driver deploy cones

b. Face traffic when deploying cones

c. Deploy at 15’ intervals

d. Minimum of six cones “upstream” as possible

e. Cones only “suggest,” they don’t block

f. Stage unnecessary apparatus off roadway

I. Night or Limited Visibility Conditions:

1. Provide additional advanced warning

2. Provide adequate scene lighting – brow/ground/mast

3. Illuminate cones w/flares

4. PPE including reflective vests

5. SEE:  “Lights Shedding” checklist



J. Operational Work Zone or Shadow:

1. Expand initial safe work zone

2. Establish “upstream” Safety IF CONDITIONS REQUIRE

3. Use PD vehicles for additional blocking

4. Place working areas of vehicles inside shadow

5. Do not place Ambulances in blocking situations if they will be occupied while blocking.  Replace with other vehicles as needed.

LIGHT SHEDDING CHECKLIST:

· Opti-com – off once on-scene

· Headlight/wig-wags – off when facing on-coming traffic

· White strobes – off when mounted front, rear or sides

· Ground lights – on

· Hazard lights – on

· Amber warning lights – on

· Scene lights – on when facing “work zone”

· Brow/Mast lights – on, face away from on-coming traffic.
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