
Drowning

Remove victim from water  

Airway  

Transport ASAP  

Fall or diving 
accident

?

No

Suspect head

and spinal injuries

Full-Spine

Immobilization

· Breathing

· Oxygen 

· Assist ventilations, prn  

· Intubate as needed

· SpO2

· Circulation

Yes

No

See Hypothermia 

protocol

· Monitor SpO2, VS

· Keep Patient Warm

remove wet clothing

prevent further heat loss

· Consider NG tube

· Support respiratory effort  

· Notify receiving hospital ASAP

1 To be performed by a trained rescuer with appropriate equipment.

2 Ventilation should be initiated while the patient is being rescued.

3 All near-drowning victims should be examined by a physician.

4 Use PEEP if available.

5 Observe for Pulmonary Edema.
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Document:

· Medications

· Onset & Duration of LOC

· Recent or Chronic Illness

· Trauma

· Seizure Activity

· Activity Prior to LOC

· Pregnancy

· Glasgow Coma Scale

· SpO2

· Capillary Refill

· Cardiac Rhythm

· Vital Signs
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