
Overdose:  Barbiturate

1 See Combitube Protocol.
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· ABCs

· Oxygen

· Assist ventilations, prn  

· Combitube, prn  

· Transport ASAP 

Detailed Assessment

See Shock 

Protocol

Support Respiratory Effort

Document:

· Signs & Symptoms

· Treatment

· Clinical Response to Treatment

· Vital Signs, SpO2

· Cardiac Rhythm

· Respiratory Status

· Glasgow Coma Scale

· Airway Management

· Conversations with Medical 

Control and/or Poison Control



OVERDOSE:  BARBITURATE

Glasgow Coma Scale
Eye    Spontaneous 4     

Opening    To Voice 3

   To Pain 2

   None 1

Best    Oriented 5

Verbal    Confused 4

Response    Inappropriate words 3

Incomprehensible words 2

None 1

Best Obeys Commands 6

Motor Localizes Pain 5

Response Withdraws (Pain) 4

Flexion 3

Extension 2

None 1

Maintain Airway

Monitor for Signs & Symptoms
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Potential Signs & Symptoms of 

Barbiturate Overdose:

   CNS and respiratory depression, confusion,

    stupor, coma, ataxia, vertigo, headache,

    hypotension, cardiovascular collapse,           

hypothermia, hyperthermia.
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