
Trauma: Chest 

· Airway

 C-spine

· Breathing 

 Oxygen 100%

 Assist ventilations, prn

· Circulation 

· Transport ASAP

Detailed Assessment 1

Shock

present 

?

See Shock 

Protocol

IV NS   
two large-bore

Sucking 
chest wound

?

Apply occlusive dressing 

secured on 3 sides

Monitor closely for 

Tension Pneumothorax

Listen to lung sounds

Absent or
diminished

?

Flail 

?

· Monitor:

SpO2, Cardiac Rhythm, LOC 

Respiratory Status

· Keep Patient Warm 

· Frequent Vital Signs 

· Notify hospital ASAP

Consider tension 

pneumothorax

Stabilize with 

gentle pressure

Assist ventilations with 

positive pressure as needed

See Tension Pneumothorax 

Decompression Procedure

Document:

· ABCs

· Signs & Symptoms

· Lung Sounds

· SpO2, Vital Signs

· Respiratory Effort

· Cardiac Rhythm

· GCS, RTS

· Skin Color



TRAUMA: CHEST

1 Calculate Glasgow Coma Score enroute to the hospital.

2 Administer IV fluids as needed.  Do not overload the patient.
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