Bend Fire & Rescue 

Standard Operating Guideline

I-1
IDLH - 2 In 2 Out

Size-up/assessment of Conditions

A. On scene determine IDLH atmosphere.
1. Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health.
2. Determine possible life hazard to occupants.
Safety Considerations and Checklist

B. IDLH present – SCBA required.
C. Communicate IDLH in size-up.
Operational Guidelines 

A. All IDLH Atmospheres.
1. At least one firefighter shall remain outside the IDLH.

2. Visual, voice, or radio communication will be maintained between the interior crews and exterior crews.

3. Crews who make entry for rescue purposes will communicate that they are in “rescue mode” to dispatch and other responding units.

4. Outside personnel (used as 2 out) will wear appropriate PPE, and have SCBA donned with mask immediately available.

5. Outside personnel will have appropriate equipment for rescue available.

B. IDLH Structure Fires – No reasonable suspicion of life hazard (ie: no rescue).
1. Working Fires: Room and contents and beyond.  Must have at least 4 firefighters on scene. Must have at least two firefighters remain outside IDLH before suppression crews can make entry.
2. The I.C. and/or the Engineer may fulfill a role of 2 out providing PPE are on and SCBA are donned prior to entry of crew into building.
3. Must have water supply capable of extinguishing the fire established prior to entry and offensive interior operations begin.
4. Incipient fires: Considered to be fires with no structural involvement, no structural damage, minimal or light smoke conditions, and not a room and contents type fire.  (Smoking dryer, smoldering food on cook top, smoldering mattress, etc.). Typically a fire with little to no heat, good visibility, and the ability to walk upright into the building yet providing for respiratory protection.  These conditions will not require the 2 in 2 out conditions be met.
5. Must have at least two members on entry team.
6. Entry team must remain in visual, voice, or line contact while in IDLH.

C.
IDLH Structure Fires - Reasonable suspicion of life hazard (ie: rescue situation).
1. May make entry to perform rescue without two members remaining outside if:
a. Firefighters have seen or heard the occupants from outside the building.

b. Firefighters have been informed by a credible person that people are still inside the building.

c. Firefighters have overwhelming evidence that the building is occupied, occupants can survive the incident, are unable to respond and they cannot escape without assistance.
2. Upon determination of a rescue situation, the officer shall communicate “rescue mode” to dispatch and other responding units.
Note:

For further information on 2 in 2 out, see PPI #1500-006 Fire Department Respiratory Standard.

References to firefighters include include Battalion Chiefs, Captains, Engineers, and Firefighters or any personnel trained and equipped to operate in suppression and rescue activities.

Revised: 1/09

