COFOG Interoperability Guideline

Haz-Mat Response

Size-up/assessment of Conditions 
A. Use cautious approach to Incident Scene. 
1.      Consider wind velocity and direction. (Stay Up-Wind) 
2.      Consider Topography. (Stay Up-Hill) 
3.      Consider Initial Exposures. 
4.      Consider the presence of multiple hazard classes. 
B. Establish Command and Identify Command Post. 
1.      Consider Unified Command on large Incidents. 
C. Secure Area and Deny Entry. 
1.      Stage all Incoming resources in Safe location. 
2.      Protect Exposures - Life Hazards, Environment, Storm and Sewer Drains. 
D. Determine Haz-Mat presence and potential. 
1.      Contact OERS ( Oregon Emergency Response System) Phone: 1-800-452-0311 (For Special Resources) 
2.      Contact Shipper or Private Carrier for Product Information and Clean-up. 
3.      Contact CHEMTREC for Chemical Information.(1-800-424-9300) 
4.      Contact OR poison control for reactivity and material compatibility information (1-800-222-1222) 
E. Estimate likely harm without intervention. 
F. Estimate Tactical Priorities. 
1.      Life Safety 
2.      Incident Stabilization 
3.      Environmental Protection 
4.      Property Conservation 
G. Choose Objectives, Identify best Options. 
H. Do best option when proper resources are in place. 
 

Safety Considerations and Checklist 
A. Approach Incident scene with Caution. 
1.      Use Binoculars or other visual aids. 
B. Consider Wind Direction and Velocity. 
1.      Stay Up-Wind 
2.      Monitor for changes 
C. Consider Topography. 
1.      Stay Up-Hill 
2.      Control Run-Off - (Dam, Dike, Contain) 
D. Clearly define Initial Exclusion Zone and deny entry to area. 
1.      Use approved Monitoring Equipment - Multi Gas Detector. 
E. Determine Haz-Mat presence or potential. 
1.      Set-Up Hot Zone, Warm Zone and Cold Zone. 
F. Identify Hazard and insure proper personnel protective equipment is used by all personnel entering Exclusion Zones. 
G. Insure proper Decon of all personnel and equipment operating in the Hot Zone. 
H. Consider Safe Evacuation of all exposure areas. 
1.      Utilize Law-Enforcement Agencies, SAR, and any other available resources. 
Operational Guidelines for Management of Incident 
A. Establish Command, Identify Command Post, Stage incoming Resources. 
B. Size-Up the incident and determine magnitude of problem. 
1.      Collect and Interpret response information. 
a.      Printed resources 
b.      Technical resources 
c.      Data Bases (HAZ-COMM/CHEMTREC) 
d.      Monitoring equipment 
2.      Estimate likely Harm. 
C. Natural Stabilization 
1.      Intervention 
D. Plan response within capabilities and competencies of available personnel, personnel protective clothing, and control Equipment. 
a.      Identify Response Objectives 
b.      Identify Action Options 
c.      Determine level of Personnel Protection required for each option. 
E. Call for resources (Open line to OERS) - 1-800-452-0311 
F. Do best option as resources become available. 
a.      Implement Incident Management System. 
b.      Direct resources. 
c.      Provide for efficient transfer of information. 
d.      Establish workable command structure. 
e.      Provide for Media. 
G. Allow for proper Decon Procedures. 
H. Evaluate Progress Often. 
I. Insure proper Documentation and Termination of Incident. 

J. Consider cost recovery (see cost recovery SOG) 

